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American Trails 2019 International Trails Symposium Equine Education Session 

Lexington, KY – April 22, 2019 – Equine Land Conservation Resource and Gwen Wills of the Pennsylvania 

Horse Council will co-present an educational session at the 2019 International Trails Symposium in 

Syracuse, New York on April 30, 2019, at 8:15 am Eastern Daylight Savings Time entitled “Planning, 

Funding and Managing Equestrian and Multi-Use Trails - Through Collaboration.” 

The Symposium will take place from April 28 to May 30. Information can be found here: 

https://bit.ly/2uIawSc. It is a globally focused venue, addressing advances in the trails and recreational 

community for all user groups. The Symposium provides an opportunity for all trail user groups, 

including equestrians, and trails planners, designers and advocates to network and engage in meaningful 

educational and collaborative conversation.  

Why attend this educational session? Equestrians often find that access to trails is limited within their 

local communities and beyond. This session will speak to the value of and need for equine and multi-use 

trails, and how to plan and fund them. The presenters will address the basics and intricacies of 

equestrian trail design, behavior, management and partnering that are critical to sustainable trails. 

Gwen Wills is a long-time member of the Pennsylvania Equine Council (PEC). She has been instrumental 

in advocating for equestrian trails and forming relationships with decision makers, agencies and 

equestrian organizations around the state and beyond. Gwen’s frequent Trail Stewardship Workshops 

prepare volunteers interested in preserving shared-use non-motorized trails. Gwen partners with Denise 

O’Meara, ELCR’s Director of Education. With over 20 years of experience in the thoroughbred industry, 

Denise is a landscape architect with a unique understanding of the social, economic and design aspects 

of equine land, facilities and trails. 

About American Trails:  American Trails (AT) is a national, nonprofit organization working on behalf of all trail 

interests, including hiking, bicycling, mountain biking, horseback riding, water trails, snowshoeing, cross-country 

skiing, trail motorcycling, ATVs, snowmobiling and four-wheeling. AT supports local, regional, and long-distance 

trails and greenways, whether they be in backcountry, rural or urban areas by finding common ground and 

promoting cooperation among all trail interests. AT’s website, www.americantrails.org , is a comprehensive online 

source for planning, building, designing, funding, managing, enhancing, and supporting trails, greenways, and blue 

ways. Contact American Trails at their Redding California office: (530) 605-4395. 

About the Equine Land Conservation Resource (ELCR): ELCR builds awareness of the loss of lands available for 

horse-related activities and facilitates the protection and conservation of those lands working to ensure America’s 

equine heritage lives on and the emotional, physical and economic benefits of the horse-human relationship 

remains accessible. ELCR serves as an information resource and clearinghouse on conserving horse properties, land 

use planning, land stewardship/best management practices, trails, liability and equine economic impact. For more 

information about the ELCR visit www.elcr.org or call (859) 455-8383. 

 

mailto:domeara@elcr.org
http://www.elcr.org/
https://bit.ly/2uIawSc
http://www.americantrails.org/
http://www.elcr.org/

